
 

Homily for the 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year B 

Readings: Wisdom 2: 12.17-20 James 3:16.4:3 Gospel: Mk 9: 30-37  

Theme: The Greatest, is He Who Serves 

On this twenty-fifth Sunday of ordinary time, we exalt Jesus Christ, the son of God. He is the wisdom 

that came down from heaven to serve humanity.   

The Book of Wisdom points out very clearly the challenges that the children of God go through in 

their call to discipleship. This reading is also fulfilled in the life of all who suffer unjust persecutions 

today for being right and just. Like Christ, sometimes, we are persecuted by our enemies and even 

by our friends for being just. However, we must remain steadfast because God will surely vindicate 

us as he vindicated Christ. 

St. James in our second reading reminds us of the importance of focusing sincerely on the things that 

unite us rather than on the ones that divide us. We all desire a harmonious life, yet many Christian 

communities, families, and homes live in frequent conflicts and disorder. As much as conflicts are 

inevitable in life, we must not allow them to tear us apart. Sadly, the root of most of such disputes is 

selfish ambitions. So, James admonishes us not to let selfish ambitions destroy our relationships, 

families, and communities. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus foretells his imminent suffering, death, and resurrection. Unfortunately, 

instead of reflecting on what Christ was saying, his disciples were busy quarrelling secretly over who 

was the greatest. Of course, their argument was aimed at the earthly government they imagined 

that Christ had come to establish. Like the community that James wrote to, Jesus’ disciples were 

experiencing a conflict of interest. 

We often see this in our society, church, family, and anywhere that personal ambition is considered 

more important than anything else. There, we see in-fighting, gossips, indifference, aggression, 

threats to lives and properties, hatred, and all sorts of vices. All these come at the expense of the 

common good and peaceful coexistence. Wherever these exist, there can be no progress, prosperity, 

and peace. 

Therefore, by using a child as an example for us today, Jesus is only teaching us that we have to 

become like children to be great. Of course, this does not mean being childish. Instead, it means 

being child-like. It means that we have to live our lives in humble service to God and one another. 

Finally, to be great is to be focused on something other than oneself. It means our ability to 

accommodate, welcome, and work in harmony with others, just as children always do. It also means 

the readiness to accept the truth and to reflect positively on it. We are all encouraged to follow the 

road map given to us in today’s liturgy, if we truly want to live lives that are pleasing to God. May 

God grant us the grace to adhere to Jesus’ advice in our daily lives. Amen!  

 

 

 

 


